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Is this to be wondered at? Jesus when baptized by John fasted forty 
days and was taken into the wilderness and tempted by the evil one, and 
only the enlightening Spirit and power of God sustained Him in the hour 
of His temptation. But He overcame and rebuked the adversary. He 

persisted in regarding sacredly the divine communication of His Eternal 
Father, and out of His weakness He became strong. He maintained the 
cause of His Father, and rebuked the Pharisees and scribes that they could 
not confound Him. Thousands were fed by the miraculous power He 
exhibited. Joseph Smith, like his Master, was tempted and tried; but he 
overcame, and he translated by the gift and power of God the record of 
the people of Ephraim dwelling upon this continent. In the midst of his 
adversity God raised up individuals that came proffering him aid. Martin 
Harris told me, as we stood upon the top of the Kirtland Temple in the 
fall of 1857, that his relatives tried to imprison him, to confine him in an 
asylum, believing he was demented ; but he put up his property to secure 
the printing of the Book of Mormon, and he rejoiced that he did so, for 
he knew that God Justified him. I visited David Whitmer, January 7, 
1888. It was early in the morning. Before me I saw an enfeebled man, 
deprived of the power of hearing distinctly. He was 83 years of age, I 
think, on that very day. His grandson shouted in his ear that I had dome 
and desired to converse with him regarding the testimony he had to bear 
concerning the coming forth of the Book of Mormon. The old man turned 
and looked upon me, lifted his hand, and said, “My friend, I did behold 
an angel of God. I did hear him testify that Joseph Smith translated that 
book by the gift and power of God, and the testimony that I bear unto 
you is true.” I turned * 20h and grandson and remarked, I presume 
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that I will be the last one of our people that will be permitted to hear 
this man bear this testimony.” On the 25th, I think, of that month, I 
read that he departed this life. While I sat in his presence a negress 
came and washed him, and prepared him to partake of his morning meal. 
His son then took a cigar from a case, lit it, and placed it in the old 
gentleman’s mouth, and he remarked as he received it: “You people 
don’t believe in this; you believe in the Word of Wisdom, but I don’t.” 
As I looked upon him, clutching the cigar in his enfeebled grasp, he was 
a study. Here is a man, I thoaght, that the angels of God have visited 
and ministered to. They told him that Joseph Smith was the instrument 
in translating that book for the salvation of the human family, by the 
power of God. He believed it. He testifies of it now, though he quarreled 
with Joseph Smith and apostatized from the Church. How is it that this 
man can ridicule a revelation received through the same source that God 
had pointed out as His divinely appointed power to communicate with the 
children of men? How can he speak lightly of a sacred communication of 
this kind? Suppose Cornelius had rejected Peter upon receiving that 
communication concerning baptism, and said, “Peter, I have received 
your testimony, because the angel told me to; but in the future I want 
the angel to come and tell me every time that a revelation is true before I 

will receive it.” Before me I looked upon a man that occupied such a 
position of inconsistency. God raised up David Whitmer, Oliver Cow- 
dery, and Martin Harris to be special witnesses to the Prophet’s divine 
mission. Joseph Smith communicated unto them the mind and will of 
God. When the apostasy took place in the town of Kirtland, Ohio, and 
the apostles stood forth and withstood the Prophet of the Lord, Elder 
John Taylor, young in the Church, said unto them, as he took the Book of 
Mormon in his hand, “Who revealed this work tous? Who communicated 
the mind and will of God and made plain the translation of this sacred 
record? If Joseph Smith has been the instrument in the hands of God 
of doing this and in communicating the mind and will of God to the 
inhabitants of the earth, how can we reject him?” God justified his 
servant John Taylor on that occasion, and to-day his body sleéps beneath 
the sods of the valley while his spirit basks in the sunshine of the paradise 
of God, for he was true to his integrity and maintained the authority of 
God, sustaining his Prophet. Jesus said that “Whosoever shall fall on 
this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind 
him to powder.” 

What was the Gospel that Joseph taught? It was faith in Jesus Christ, 
_ repentance of sin, and baptism for the remission of sin, the laying on of 
hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost. Paul said, “No man taketh this 
honor unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.” Joseph 
Smith said the same. Hence he was not only ‘Cominissioned to baptize 
Oliver Cowdery, having received that authority from John the Baptist ; 
but he was commissioned by the authority of Jesus Christ, through the 
ministrations of Peter, James, and John, to confer upon bim the Holy 
Ghost and to administer the ordinances of the higher priesthood unto the 
inhabitants of the earth as fast as they complied with the conditions that 


2 
— 
— 
4 
is 
= 
* 
4 
~ 
‘ 


Jesus had imposed upon the truly repentant sinner. Whatelse? A temple 
was built in Kirtland. Angels visited it. Elijah visited Joseph there. 
He told him it was necessary that the hearts of the fathers should be 
turned to the children, and the hearts of the children should be turned 
to their fathers, lest God come and smite the earth with a curse. Brother 
Parley P. Pratt, when we sojourned together at Philadelphia, a few weeks 
before his martyrdom, said to me, “Brother Cannon, when Brother Joseph 
communicated unto me the knowledge that Elijah the Prophet had com- © 
municated to him—that it was my right to be sealed to my father, and 
that it was my duty to seek unto my father that he might be sealed unto 
his father; that the wife of my bosom should be united with me in marri- 
age for eternity, with our offspring who belongs to us, and that we could 
only be made perfect in the society of wives and children, and wives could 
only be made perfect in the society of husbands and children—when I 
thought that I would have the privilege of enjoying the society of my 
father, my mother, my wife and my children in the family association, 
dwelling together eternally, enjoying the fellowship of God, my joy knew 
no bounds.” This apostle thrilled my entire being as he was wrought 
upon to bear testimony to me of how Joseph’s testimony had affected him. 

When I heard David Whitmer bear testimony that the angel had spoken 
to him, I felt the power of God accompanied that man. Then I believed 
what I had heard of his brother-in-law, Oliver Cowdery, whom they pre- 
vailed upon to get drunk in Washington, thinking they would make him 
go back upon his testimony of the Book of Mormon, in that he differed 
from Joseph and had been cut off from the Church. What was his testi- 
mony’. I could imagine the power that would make a man when drunk 
refuse to go back upon that testimony. Said he, “Though I burn in hell, 
or shine in heaven, the testimony that I have given is true regarding the 
Book of Mormon.” With humility he came back to the Church at Council 
Bluffs, seeking to gain an entrance by baptism, doing his first works over 
again, like a little child, saying, “I only ask a standing and a fellowship 
with the people of God; I ask no prominence in the Church, but the 
privilege of being baptfzed, that I may enter into communion with the 
people of God and receive the fellowship from on high;” and he went 
down into Missouri, seeking to influence his brother-in law, David Whit- 
mer, to return to the Church, and died before he could gather with the 
Saints. Martin Harris came back to the Church, and is buried in one of 
the settlements north, having renewed his covenants and borne testimony 
that Jesus revealed unto him; through a heavenly messenger, the divine 
truth of the translation of the record known as the Book of Mormon. 

In what particular does the Gospel which that angel bore from on high 
differ from the Gospel that Jesus and His apostles taught in the meridian 
of time?’ There is no difference. Jesus likened the kingdom of heaven 
unto ten virgins, five of whom were wise and five were foolish. Five had 
oil in their lamps and were prepared for the coming of the bridegroom, 
and five had no oil in their lamps. What does this bespeak to us, my 
brethren and sisters? It bespeaks that we should see that we have not 
only the lamps, but that we have them trimmed and burning; that if 
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we sleep and we are awakened, we will -be prepared to go forth to meet 
the bridegroom. It bespeaks that we should profit by the seed that has 
been sown in our hearts, nourishing it by virtuous and godly conduct, 
that we may be wise unto salvation. Jesus also likened the kingdom of 
heaven to a sower that went forth to sow. Some of the seed fell on stony 
ground, and it was choked. with thorns and noxious weeds. How many 
are there of us who have received the truth, and have profited by it in 
the commencement; but when the sun of prosperity came upon us we 
began to forget the testimony of Jesus and to barter our heavenly glory 
for the transitory things of earth. To-day our newspaper columns are 
filled with society notes, bespeaking that we have come out from Babylon, 
but that we are not separated from Babylon. We are going, as Jesus 
said many would do, like the sow that is washed, to its wallowing in the 
mire, Our fathers and mothers forsook their early homes, the lands of 
their nativity, the graves of their ancestors, and crossed these trackless 
wastes, encountering hardship and trial, to which many succumbed, 
inspired by the hope that they might plant their children in these 
mountains, isolated from the world, secure upon an inheritance that God 
should give them, that they might be prepared to meet the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and not be under condemnation as the people of Noah had been; 
and can we fulfil their expectations if we do not remember with a sacred 
recollection the things that they endured, the sacrifices that they made, 
and the admonitions with which they sought to impress us that we might 
indeed be separated from Babylon, exhibiting the beauty, the glory, the 
strength, and the power that accompany the testimony of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? How many are there of us with lamps? Our priesthood meeting 
is thronged, month after month, with men who bear the priesthood of 
God. Members come forth every month and ask to be privileged with 
advancement, that they may receive the priesthood, and it is conferred 
upon them. In every ward you will find men with this priesthood. Ask 
them if they have any means of light, and they will say, “Yes, we have 
the priesthood.” One man will hold up his signal and say, “I am a high 
priest,” another will hold up his lamp and say, A have got the light of a 
seventy,” etc. What does this bespeak? It bespeaks just what Jesus 
said it would. But if we are seventies, high priests, elders, priests, 
teachers, or deacons, have we oil in our lamps, and are our lamps burn- 
ing! Are we in fellowship with the ungodly to that extent that we have 
forgotten the holy calling whereunto God has called us, to come out from 
the world and be separate from it? Or does the power of God accompany 
us, and are we true to our callings? Do we stand and say, “As for me 
and my household, we will serve the Lord,” or do we open our doors wide 
to the ungodly? Do we join with men who have fallen away from the 
truth? Do we drink, chew, smoke, and indulge in other vices, lest we may 
be considered more holy than our associates? I tell you this is a day of 
warning and not of many words. I do not care how much we profess to 
be high priests, or seventies, or elders, if we have not the Holy Ghost to 
be our guide, we are disqualified from preaching the Gospel and from 
rebuking iniquity. For can the man that practices iniquity turn and 
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rebuke his neighbor? No. God has said that the Holy Ghost will not 

dwell in an unholy tabernacle, and that those who bear the vessels of the 

Lord must be clean. Is there one of us that has received a communication 
from on high, telling us that our father desired to be united with us in the 
everlasting covenant, that can feel justified in ignoring that divine mes- 
sage, that can see our children trangress the laws of God and wandering 
from the path of truth, and fold our arms and say, “Well, our children are 
responsible for themselves?” Where are your children to-night, brother? 
“Well, they have gone out on the street. We do not like to be too severe 
with our children. We do not like to encompass them around with too great 
a restriction, for fear they will rebel.“ How about your horses and cattle? 
How about your poultry? Do you lock your door when your chickens go 
to roost? Oh, yes, we do that.” Well, how about your children? There 
is not a man within the sound of my voice to-day who has entered the sacred 
precincts of God’s holy temple and has received a wife for eternity that re- 
ceived her until he took upon himself the obligations that pertain to God’s 
Holy Priesthood under the everlasting covenant. God has never given us 
a child to bless that union that He has not made us responsible for it being 
taught the laws of God and warned of the iniquities that will pollute it. 
We are required to watch over our children. They are given unto us as 
an heritage from the Lord. We should not be hypocrites ; profess to 
believe with our lips and then let our lives be a living lie, giving evidence 
to our children that our actions do not bespeak that we believe in God. 
Actionsare louder than words. We may preach to our children from early 
morning till late at night; we may preach to them from the time of their 
birth to the day of their death, and if we are dishonest in our practices, if 
we sneer at the proclamation of the Word of Wisdom, scoff at the man 
that will pay his tithing, ridicule the sacred walk and conversation of 
those who live in immediate communion with God, while we invite society 
meetings to our houses and indulge in every kind of extravagance, with 
the poor thronging our streets clamoring for the necessaries of life—if we 
live in this way, our children are witnesses of our hypocrisy and deceit, 
and God's scourge is in His hand to whip us until we come to exhibit a 
sincerity and a justification that only the pure in heart can exhibit before ; 
“ people of God and the children of the world.- Amen. 


THE NEW AMERICAN CARDINAL. 


Tue eiten of a new cardinal of the Catholic Church in America 
was one of the interesting religious events of last month. Monsignor 
Satolli the apostolic delegate was the one who received the distinguished . 
preferment of the Pope, and inasmuch as a cardinal may some day become 
the head of the Catholic Church, it is a move fraught with great interest, 
not only to the members of that W but to all the protestant 
world as well. 

z the most imposing 
ceremonies ever performed by any church. It is thought that Monsignor | 
Satolli has earned the distinction to which he has been called, wiles: 
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efforts to settle many difficulties that have lately been threatening the 
Catholic Church in America. Matters have not been. entirely harmon- 
ious for several years, and this man seems to have brought the warring 
factions together. He is the third person in America who has been 
appointed to the cardinalate, his two predecessors were Cardinal McCloskey, 
who was appointed April 22, 1875, and Cardinal Gibbons, who received 
the preferment June 30, 1886. Invitations were sent out to all the pre- 
lates of the United States to be present at the ceremonies attendant upon 
the appointment of Monsignor Satolli; also to the government officials at 
Washington whom he has met during his stay in that country. | 

The college of cardinals has undergone several changes since its incep- 
tion. It was not known in the primitive church; indeed in its present 
state it is of a comparatively recent date. A cardinal was originally a 
fixed or permanent clergyman, so named to distinguish him from those 
bishops, priests, or deacons who had a temporary connection with a church, 
and might at any time be removed to another locality. The number of car- 
dinals varied for many years, but was finally fixed by Sixtus V in the six- 
teenth century at not to exceed seventy.. He designated that six of these 
should be cardinal bishops, fifty cardinal priests, and fourteen cardinal 
deacons. The pope has the sole power of appointing a cardinal, though he 
usually consults with those already appointed. Should the pope die after 
naming a person for the cardinalate this does not interfere with the appoint- 
ment, as the next pope completes it. 

While the chief affairs of the Roman Catholic Church are in- the hed 
of the cardinals, it is a curious fact that they have uo constitutional rights 
as such officers: the will of the pope is supreme and his government absolute 
on all church matters. On account of the cardinals being the chief advises 
of the pope, however, he seldom or never exercises his unlimited power 
over them. It has been done in the past, especially in the case of church 
councils which were called by the pope, but would not do as he desired 
them. He would accordingly dissolve the council, and after this none of 
its acts would be valid, or binding on members of the Catholic Church. 

A cardinal’s dress is different from that of any other officer among the 
Catholics. If he belongs to a religious order he retains the color proper 
to it in his every day cassock. When engaged in religious ceremonies he 
wears a red cassock, with a red silk sash having gold tassels. Over this 
he wears a garment of lace like a surplice, with tight sleeves having cuffs 

ined with red silk. Other pieces of red clothing complete this costume. 
Besides all these the insignia of a cardinal are the red hat, which is not 
worn but is suspended in the church of his own title, the red biretta, the 
sapphire ring, the mitre of white silk, etc. The hat must be received 
from the hands of the pope direct, and this necessitates a ip to Rome 1 no 
matter where the home of the cardinal may be. 

Since the days of Urban VIII cardinals have ake the title of “Emin- 
ence.” When a pope dies his successor is appointed by the “Sacred 

College” of cardinals assembled in conclave. They have a vote at general 
other members. 
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FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The Bank of Engiand’s charter was granted July 27, 1694, wid the name of the 
Governor and Company of the Bank of England.” It had been projected by William 
Patterson for the purpose of assisting William III out of the financial strait he had gotten 
into by reason of war with France. The capital of the bank was fixed at £1,200,000. In 
1710 the capital had reached £6,600,000, and on June 29, 1816, it was expanded to its 
present figures, £14,553, 000, which is equal to about $72,700,000. The debt of the Gov- 
ernment to the bank is about £11,000,000. Runs on it were more frequent during its early 
history, and twice mobs attempted to sack it. Its notes are now reputed to be the safest 
pieces of paper in the world, ‘*The-Old Lady of Threadneedle Street,” as the bank is 
frequently called, is about to celebrate the 300th anniversary of her founding. | 

It is a well-known fact that a certain times of the year Link River, a stream a mile and a 
quarter long, which connects the great water systems above and below Klamath Falls, in 
Oregon, becomes almost dry. This state of affairs, however, lasts, as a rule, but a few 
hours, during which time people have been known to walk across the river, 300 feet wide, 
without getting their feet wet. The bottom of the river has been dug out in many places 
by the action of the water, forming large pot holes, and when the river becomes dry these 
holes are filled with trout, which are left stranded. At such times it is a common occur- 
rence to see men and boys knocking the fish on the head with clubs, and in this way they 
secure a good meal. There are many traditions regarding this phenomenon among the 
Indians near where it happens, but the real cause of the low water in the river is the 
action of the wind. The course of the stream is southeast, and the high winds which 
prevail in the spring and fall are from the south, and blow up the river. The outlet 
from the upper lake being small, the force of the wind keeps the water back in the big 
The miracle of the Red Sea is imitated on 
miniature scale. 

The Edinburgh Review says: We have Sibi ety of certain very important 
indications as to the early civilization of Palestine, by means of clay tablets. Not that 
the knowledge so attained is altogether new, or that it conflicts with that which has been 
deduced from yet earlier Egyptian records. It is well known to scholars that Thoth- 
mes IIL, when he defeated the league of Hittites and Phoenicians at Megiddo, in 1600 
.d. (a ceutury before Amenophis III., acceded), reaped a spoil which indicates the 
advanced civilization of Syria, including not only the precious metals and chariots painted 
and plated, but also objects of art having a high esthetic value, and that he found corn, 
wine, and oil, abundant in the country, and many hundreds of walled towns, in which 
- there were already temples of the gods. Such evidence has, however, been slighted by 

those who regard the early Hebrews as savages, and who think that, though placed in 
the very centre of the ancient civilized world between the Egyptians and the Assyrians, 
they were, nevertheless, unacquainted with any arts and uninfiuenced by surrounding 
culture.. The new discoveries insist on quite another understanding of their ancient 
history, It is surely a lesson of humility that the modern student should learn from such 
discoveries, Voltaire was no doubt a writer of great originality and acumen, though, 
from our present standpoint, wonderfully ignorant of antiquity. He finds it hard to 
believe that Homers poems could have been written down before 500 B. O., and asserts 
that papyrus had not been invented in Egypt in the time of Moses, though we now 
‘possess: in the maxims of Ptah-hotep a manuscript as old as the pyramids. We find, on 
the contrary, that not.only in Egypt or in Mesopotamia was the art of writing known in 
the time of Moses, but that the inhabitants of Palestine also could pen a brick epistle, 


5 which in the space of a few inches contained as much information as can now be con- 


densed into a sheet of notepaper. Such letters were neither heavy nor bulky, and could be 
carried in the turban or in the folds of the shirt-bosom just as easily as paper letters are 
‘now so carried, with the additional advantage that they were imperishable, as is witnes- 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL SAR. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 1896. 


ETERNAL PROGRESSION. 


Ir is related that a believer in the doctrine of the transmigration of souls 
once asked his priest the question, What is to be my destiny after life! 
The answer was that he should first appear as an alligator, afterwards as 
an elephant, then as a horse, and thus continue changing from one animal 
to another until he should reappear as a man on the earth. This did not 
satisfy him, and he therefore desired a further explanation, to which the 
priest responded by giving another long line of transformations which 
would be undergone. But still the inquirer was not satisfied, and he 
asked, What will be the final condition which I shall reach after under- 
going all these transformations? Ah, the priest responded, that is a ques- 
tion which no one can answer, for it has never been revealed to any of us 
yet. 

The same question concerning man’s destiny is of the greatest interest, 
no doubt, to every man, woman, and child who have understanding enough 
to comprehend its meaning. It makes no difference whether the person 
is Christian or pagan, civilized or savage, believer in God or an infidel, he 
would like to know what is to become of him after death. Is he to under 
go these changes mentioned? Is he to go to some place where sensual 
pleasures may be indulged in without restraint, as some nations believe? 
Is he to lie in the grave forever, and lose all consciousness and all recol- 
lection of his existence here upon the earth? Is he to come forth from 
the grave and be judged according to the deeds performed in the flesh, 
whether they be good or evil? Is he to receive eternal bliss, or to suffer 
forever the torments of eternal fire? Whatever a maus belief may be, 
the question is of the highest importance, and a correct &hswer is worth 
more than the answer to any other question, provided that with this 
answer comes the knowledge of how to obtain the reWatd spoken of as 
being in store for those who live to obtain it, and to eheape the conse- 
quences of transgression of law. 

The answer of ‘the infidel has perhaps the least comfort in it of any, for 
he gives hope of escaping punishment only by annihilation, and has 
nothing to offer as a reward for a well spent life. It is impossible for one 
to be truly happy if he has nothing to look to beyond this brief span of 
existence ; on the other hand it is a fact that millions have taken comfort 
in the thought that there is a hereafter, and that this life is only a small 
portion of man’s existence; that the time will come when all wrongs will 
be made right, when sin and suffering and sorrow will Be at an end: so 
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that one is led to think that in this instance, at least, a person would be 
better off for believing a thing to be so, even if there were no means of 
finding out whether it is or not. 

Space will not allaw any more than a brief reference to the beliefs of 
the different sects on this question, and a short explanation of the belief 
of the Latter-day Saints concerning the same. 

The Catholic Church teaches that there are three places to which the 
spirits of men go after separating from the body—hell, purgatory, and 
paradise; that if a person is sent to hell there is no possible chance for 
his redemption, but that he is consigned to a never-ending torment of 
which no conception can be had by mortals: one who is in purgatory 
suffers the same kind of torment, but the time will come when this will end 
and the person will be permitted to enter into heaven, or paradise, which, 
of course, is a state of eternal happiness. Most of the Protestant denom- 
inations teach that there are only the two places, heaven and hell, and 
a person is immediately consigned to one or the other, as soon as he dies; 
those in hell have no hope for an end to their sufferings, while those in 
heaven are singing praises to God forever and ever. Some, as the Univer- 
salists, reject the idea of hell, and teach that salvation is as universal as 
creation, others say that from the moment of birth some people are 
destined to salvation and others to damnation regardless of their actions 
or exertions; still other sects advocate the doctrine that it is all free grace 
whether one gets to heaven or not. 

There may be a single verse in the Scriptures, which, taken by itself, to 
the exclusion of all others and without further explanation, would Jead 
each one of the classes mentioned to think it was right. But when taken 
in the light of all that has been said and written by the servants of God, 
there is not one of them entirely correct. Those who advocate univer- 
sal salvation have a very faint idea, if any, how the eternities will be 
spent, further than they say the condition will be blissful. Many of the 
sho. ages wil be in and 
doing nothing else. 

The Latter-day Saints believe that every individual who has ever hewn 
upon the earth came for some specific. purpose; that God does not do a 
single thing in vain, and that it is the duty of every person to find out the 
reason for his being placed in this mortal probation; they believe that 
God has provided a way by which this purpose can be discovered. While 
there are numerous principles which cannot be fully understood in mor- 
tality, yet partial understanding of them has been obtained, and may be 
obtained by others, sufficient to give a positive assurance that the next 
world is just as much a reality as this, and that the condition of man 
there will be dependent on his advancement here. 

First of all the Saints believe that the inhabitants of the earth are the 
children of God; that He is the Father of their spirits, and being such He 
has implanted within His children the germs of His glorious attributes. 
1 this is not the case, why do the Scriptures make so many allusions to 
the relationship existing between God and man? Job says there was a 
time before the advent of — earth, when. all the sons of God 
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shouted together for joy. Hosea states that the time will come when it 
shall be said to the children of Israel: “Ye are the sons of the living 
God.“ In the first chapter of St. John’s Gospel it is written that as many 
as received Christ He gave them power to become the sons of God, and the 
same apostle writes in one of his epistles: ‘‘ Beloved, now are we the'sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.” 
St. Luke in tracing up the genealogy of Christ. says that Adam was the 
son of God. This idea of sonship runs through the Scriptures,.and it 
must be something more than a mere expression. Paul says to the Roman 
Saints: “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are 
the children of God; and if children, then heirs; heirs of d joint 
heirs with Christ.” | 
The Saints have deen accused of tor this 

chat God is really the Father of men, but they simply quote the writings 
of the ancient apostles. The only conclusion that can therefore be arrived 
at is that the world has gone astray on this doctrine, and understands not 
the things that God has prepared for them that love Him. . | 

Now in regard to the condition of men after death: If 8 joint 
heirs with Christ, there must be something to inherit, and before they are 
capable of becoming joint heirs with Christ they must receive much 
experience; they are now incapable, just as an infant is incapable of 
taking care of his earthly possessions. There is no limit to the capacity 
of the mind of man to receive and retain truth, but there must be exertion 
and experience to gain this, and if one man is more diligent than another 

in obtaining intelligence and cultivating virtue here upon the earth he has 
_ mecessarily progressed that much farther than he who has neglected his 

privileges and taken the downward road. 5 

To the question, What is be the of mankind! 

day Saints answer: All, except the very few who by wilfully sinning 
against the light become sons of perdition, will finally inherit some degree 
of glory. Christ said that in His Father’s house there were many 
mansions, and Paul states there is one glory of the sun, another of the 
moon, and another of the stars, showing that all will not be equal in the 
next life, though they may be in God’s house. The revelation to the 
Prophet Joseph Smith shows what classes of pple will: inherit: these 
different degrees of glory. | 
The Saints believe that Christ has opened the door of salvation to every 
descendant of Adam, and that it is in the power of each person to enter 
that door or refrain from doing so; but that some time in this world or the 
next there will be such influences brought to bear upon the mind of every 
one that he will choose to enter; that the wicked and rebellious will be pun- 
ished by being deprived of privileges which they would abuse, until they 
learn how to use them aright, but that all except the sons of perdition 
will be redeemed in the due time of the Lord. When men have started on 
the path of progression here upon the earth they must labor at every 
step, and in this way they will finally arrive at that state of perfection 
where they will become worthy of being joint heirs with Christ. They 
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would not feel contented to think all eternity must be spent in doing 
nothing but singing, yet they believe the whole of the existence of man, 
whatever he may be engaged in, will be, and should be, a constant hymn 
of praise and adoration to God. 

With such an ideal before them the Latter-day Saints sites an incentive 
to action; ; they have received an assurance that God lives, that mankind 
are His children, and that the time will never come when their advance- 
ment will end, if they obey His laws implicitly. The object of man’s exis- 
tance is that he might have joy; in this life whatever joy is obtained is the 
result of a victory over obstacles, and this can be obtained only by per- 
sistent exertion. Is it unreasonable to say that what will give real happi- 
ness to the mind of man now will be anything but pleasant to him simply 
because the spirit becomes separated from the body or because he has gone 
through the mysterious changes called death and the resurrection? And 
as there is no satisfaction in this life obtained by resting more than the 
necessary time to give strength to the body, can it be rationally supposed 
that an active person would enjoy as heaven a place where he had nothing 
todo? No matter where the limit of knowledge may be placed here on 
the earth, as soon as one reaches it he desires to pass beyond, and so will 
it be in the life to come. There can be no end to advancement in the 
creations of God, nor is there an end to the progression of His. children, 
Such is the teaching of the ancient prophets, such did Christ declare when 
He was on the to His 
in modern times. B. 


‘RELEASE AND Arromrxr. —Elder C. E. Lloyd has been honorably 
released from presiding over the Norwich Conference, to return home 
January 17, 1898. | 
Ader J. Derid Lee line been appeintéd to 
Conference. 


N orIioR —The will 
* held in the wing of the Co- operative Hall, 148 Huddersfield Road, 
Greenacres Hill, Oldham, on Sunday, N 9, 1896. 3 will 
commence at 10:30 a.m., 2 and 6 pm. i | 


FROM ‘VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


ary 6, 1896: The closing days of the old year brought sadness to our 
branch. Two, from the small number of our flock, have been called home 
to meet the joy and peace they longed and lived for. Many readers of the 
Sram, both in this country and abroad, will be pained to learn that the 
death of Elder George Cross is the great contributor to our sorrow. The 
circumstances, of his demise are as sad as his death was sudden. Christ- 
mas day, all was happiness at home. Wedding bells chimed with those of 
Christmas, and Brother Cross was well, and equal to the father’s duty at 
the altar. He little thought, as he stood to give away his daughter that 
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on the morrow he would be called to give up mortal life; but death was 
silently moving his way charged with the hidden providence of God and 
took him without warning or delay. He was homeward bound—returning 
to a station in the country—accompanied by a son-in-law, and only stopped 
for a minute to look at a few sheep, that were cosily bunched together, 
saying, ‘How wonderfully God cares for all His creatures; these were his 
last words ; death claimed him, only two heavily drawn breaths intervened. 
Brother Cross was born January 14, 1826, at Brizensthorn, Oxfordshire. 
Throughout his long and industrious life, Brother Cross has held firmly 
unto the faith. The door of his house was ever ready to swing open even 
to the bumblest of God's servants. The many hnndreds who have raised 
their voices in this great metropolis, will remember the cheering words 
they have received from him. He was a man of strong character, was 
kind, gentle, and true, and has generously supplied the wants and needs of 
the Gospel messengers who have visited him ever since first they brought 
the light into his home. He is now striking the hands of those who were 
heroes in our cause, whom he fed and encouraged and with whom he will 
enjoy eternal rest.” 

Elder Louis C. Larsen writes Seon Randers, Dane January 7, 1896: 
“The work is progressing nicely in this branch. Our meetings as a rule 
are well attended. Several persons are investigating the principles of the 
Gospel. We have baptized eighteen in this branch during the last year. 
Peace and union rule supreme among the Saints at the present time: We 
have lately moved quarters and have a very nice little hall in which to 


hold our meetings. The entrance is from the street, and forms a very 


pleasing contrast to the location of the previous meeting place, as we 
have no unpleasant ‘Gaard’ (yard) to pass through. The ‘Free Missions’ 
have a hall in the same building up-stairs. They did everything possible 
to have us removed, but the proprietor, a Mr. Jensen, refused and said the 
Mormons were here and were going to stay, and if the other parties did 
not like it they could go themselves. I rejoice in my labors and air : 


WELSH CONFERENCE. 
Tue Welsh 8 convened at 188 Cathays Terrace, Cardiff, Sunday, 


January 5, 1896. In addition to the President and Traveling Elders of 


the Welsh Conference there was present em r Land, President of 
the European Mission. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6: 30 p.m., babii well attended 
by Saints, friends, and-strangers. Many of the Saints traveled long dis- 
tances in order to enjoy the spiritual repast awaiting them. 

‘The excellent attention paid by the listeners during the whole of the 
Conference, indicated very clearly that the timely instructions given. by 
the Traveling Elders and President A. H. Lund were much —— 
and enjoyed. | 

during the past six months was read as follows: High — Seventies 
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10; Elders 26; Priests 3; Teachers 4; Deacons 5; members 127; total 
officers and members 178. Baptisms 12; confirmations 12; children blessed 
1; emigrated over eight years 5; under eight years 3; removed 1; died @. 
Tracts distributed 39,911; in-door meetings 219; open-air meetings 13; 
Sunday School sessions 52; Gospel conversations 1551; books sold 15; books 
loaned 28; books given away 39; houses visited 15,741; administrations 28. 
The general authorities of the Church and of the European mission were 
sustained unanimously. Elder W. C. Martell was sustained as President 
of the Welsh Conference, and the Traveling Elders were sustained as follows: 
Thomas Williams to labor in the Cardiff district; Wm. Jones, Ellis J. Ellis, 
and J. D. Peters in the Rhondda district; J. C. Brown and David Jenkins 
in the Aberdare and Merthyr districts; Thomas S. Bladen and Thomas M. 
Roberts in the Monmouthshire district; William Treharne and William 
T. Griffiths in the Carmarthenshire district: Daniel E. Fries and Edwin 
Price i in the Porth district. 
Monday, January 7, 1896, a priesthood. meng was held i in , which the 

elders of the Sbm reported their labors during the last six months, 
and listened to the counsels and instructive remarks given by President 
Lund. 

From Sanday sis 10 20 am. until W 12 Oolock noon, was one con- 
tinual round of spiritual feasting. The flood - gates of heaven were thrown 
open and the Holy Spirit was enjoyed both by the speakers and the 
— —_ * hungry soul was fed with the spiritual manna of life. 

| 111 AIs, Clerk of 


MISSIONARY WORK AND PROSPECTS. 


THE closing days of e an 9 e 15 the missionary 
field for the promulgation of the Gospel which has been revealed anew in 
this dispensation. As the years roll by the magnitude of the work insti- 
tuted in latter days through the instrumentality of Joseph Smith as a 
Prophet of God becomes more apparent, not only to those directly engaged 
in it by sympathetic association, but also to those who have not identified 
themselves with the great. cause as its advocates and supporters. The 
little stone of Mormonism, as it is commonly called, which a few years ago 
was regarded by very many as doomed soon to disappear in oblivion; is 

rolling steadily forth to its great destiny of filling the whole cartes 

| predicted by the Prophet Daniel. 

Its missionaries are reaching every land and 8 decladine their mes- 
sage to the meek and the lowly and to the great and exalted ones among 
men. Individually they meet with many rebufis, are called to pass through 
many trials, and submit to many persecutions. But they also search out 
many honest in heart, experience hospitable treatment from noble and 
generous souls, and are instrumental in initiating many into the fold of 
Christ. Taking the results of missionary labor altogether, the circum- 
stances of the present find these to be of a most gratifying character. | 
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potent influence for the spread of the Gospel abroad. This is illustrated 
in the reports of the missionaries of new opportunities afforded and the 
kindlier feeling manifested. The better informed among the people in 
various nations are coming to recognize the material prosperity that 
attends the Mormons. Instinctively they reason from cause to effect, and 
in spite of preconceived ideas.of Mormon doctrine are curious to know the 
why and wherefore of success in this community. They inquire concern- 

ing material conditions with the people here, of industrial matters, of 
financial, political, and social relations, and they become acquainted with 
the elders, for whom, under. these circumstances, a friendly feeling is 
developed, and it is but a step more to have placed before them correct 
ideas of the Gospel received by the Latter-day Saints. Thus one import- 
ant avenue for missionary work is opened toa field into which formerly 
there appeared no way of ingress. And this. 3 is . illustration ma 
others that might be named. 

The Saints readily acknowledge the hand of the Lord i in bringing. bond 
the particular development noted. The Mormons were just as thrifty and 
industrious in the early years of their experience, even before the days of 
Utah, as they are now. There has been greater opportunity to display 
their works in Utah than elsewhere, because of their longer settlement 
here; but away back in Missouri and Illinois the contrast between what 
the Mormon settlements and farms were and what the same localities are 
now is a matter of common comment, and favorable comparison to the 
work of the Saints. Yet the world did not seem to recognize the distinc- 
tion until a general development among the nations brought it into prom- 
inence. It is only recently that the world have come to understand 
partially that there is something wrong in industrial system; that they 
cannot get from the earth its full richness for the sustenance of man. 


They are coming to see that, in comparison with themselves, the wrong 


they complain of has no potent force in the Mormon system. This they 
were unable to do until an over-ruling Providence taught them by severe 
experience that all wisdom was not with them to the exclusion of a people 
they generally despised. And so the Lord has compelled, in part, a recog- 
nition of the virtues of the Latter-day Saints, preparatory to still greater 
strides in this direction. | 

In this, and in numerous other ways, minted and general in hele end 
the Almighty is opening up avenues for preaching the Gospel. A year 
ago, the prospects for spreading the truth were noted as encouraging; 
and in no regard has there been disappointment. The encouragement this 
year may be observed as far better than in 1894. The good reports from 
nuissionaries in all parts of the earth are many fold greater; and with the 
best that can be done it will be impossible to meet the demand for efficient 
workers in the field. Truly the harvest is growing very. great, while the 
laborers are comparatively few. : 

All missionary improvement is not to be nied onteide of ie snake 


ments of the Latter-day Saints. In our midst the opportunities are grow- 


ing better, both awong those who have had no affiliation with the Church 
and with many young * who have taken no intesrest in religious 
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Local organizations and societies have done much efficient work 
—— past, and are not diminishing their efforts; and the ranks of work - 
ers have been and are being augmented, while many heretofore careless 
persons are coming to realize that there is danger in their negligence, 
hence they are seeking reformation. 

Taken altogether, the outlook is most satisfactory for plenty of employ- | 

ment for those proclaiming the Gospel message. Looking at it as a whole 
in the past, a marvelous labor has been accomplished ;. viewing the future 
a still more glorious work is opened out before the immediate gaze of the 
Saints. A vital question with them is as to whether they are prepared. to 
put forth the-necessary effort to accomplish the task. It will require 
energy, persistence, indomitable courage, and faith, ,The occasion de- 
mands more of spiritual effort as compared with temporal acquisition ; 
more of seeking first the kingdom and righteousness of heaven and less 
of primal attention to things which should follow. Now, at the closing 
Sabbath of the year about to pass away, is a good time for Saints to ponder 
— 
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UTAH NEWS. 


(Sunmarieed from Territorial papers. ) 

‘The aininal in homes ths Propet sore fu tho 
Ward meeting house, Salt Lake City, on the evening of December 23. This was the 
ninetieth anniversary of his birth, and the services, similar to those of previous years, 
consisted of speeches reminiscent of events in the prophet’s life, singing, etc. Refresh- 
ments were also served. There were twenty-six present who were personally acquainted 
with Joseph Smith, and several of these bore testimony to the fact that he was an honest, 
upright, and honorable man, and w prophet of God. Bishop Kesler presided over the 
meeting. 

The public State table on which is to be signed the first bill pamed by the first: State 
Legislature is now completed and in the office of Governor Wells in the State Bank of 

~ Utah. The designer and manufacturer of it, Mr. John R. Wilson, of Farmers Ward, is 
very proud of it. He cousinencbd’ his task 6m February 6 last and never relingished it 

for a moment until his most enthusiastic idea with reference to it had been carried out. 

The table is composed of wood grown in forty-four states and five territories. Utah's 

contribution is enumerated with the latter and occupies a central position, with Arizona, 

New Mexico; Indian Territory and Oklahoma finding a place respectively in the four 

corner. These pieces as a rule have been selected either by the governors or by officers 

specially appointéd by them for that purpose. There are seventeen kinds of wood and 

250 pieces in its composition. The legs—one each—are furnished in the language of Mr. 

Wilson, by the four cardinal cities of the United States, New York, Sacramento, St. 

Paul and Galveston.” ‘One of the rails that binds them together was furnished by 

Governor McKinley, of Ohio, and was carved by a Mr. Dahlquist of Salt Lake City, 

while the other rail is from the first walnut tree planted in Utah and was carved by the 

students of the Deaf Mute Institute. Then there are a large number of other pieces of his- 
torical interest such as a specimen from a floor joist from William Penn’s house, the first 
white man’s habitation erected in Philadelphia; also a piece from the tower of the famous 

Liberty bell, another from the anchor stock of the Constitution, the oldest ship in the 
United States navy, and still another from an English payship sunk during the Revolu- 
tionary war. Two rare Sandwich Island specimens find place in the table as does also a 
valuable piece from the Hill Cumorah, together with numerous others. : 
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